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TO THE READER. 



T he defign of this Addrefs* is to offer fome 
advice on a very important fubjeft, arid to 
caution young people, who are truly religious, or 
are fincerely feeking the falvation of their fouls, 
againft every ftep towards any niatrimonial con- 
nexion which is not according to the Word of God, 
nor calculated to promote their happinefs in this 
life, and. to keep at the utmoft diftance from every 
temptation, however agreeable the obje£f, or ad- 
vantageous the offer may be in temporal things. 

Some people will probably object, that the Scrip- 
tures quoted in this Addrels only forbid the mar- 
riage of Chriftians with Heathens. It may be pre- 
fumed, the reafon why it is thought' wrong for Chrif- 
tians to marry with Heathens is, becaufe they would 
be in danger of falling into idolatry. -But is not 
every natural man, baptized or unbaptized, an ido- 
later ? He may not, with Pagans, bow to the fun 
or the lovely moon walking In her brightnefs ; nor 
pray to departed faints, as in the Church of Rome : 
But has he not fet up his idols in his heart ? Does 

nt more than 

Chrdt '' Ihis the Scriptures account idolatry, be- 
cause the affeaions are fixed on the creature, not 
on God. And this idolatry of the heart feems to 
be of the worft kind, becaufe of its concealment 
from human obfervation, and for the fame reafon 
has the greateft tendency to corrupt others, efpeci- 
ally in fo near a relation as that of a marriage- 

* This pamphlet (except a few alterations an.l additiane i., 
already gone through two editions, under the title of “ 

Addreis to Single Perfons: Defigncd as a caution aii.fft 
proper marriages.’ This is mentioned on account of th.* /-t 
of the title-page, left it thould appear to be a defiL 
to get them to buy it a fccond time. 
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union. Moreover, is not every natural man at en- 
mity with God ? Rom. viii. 7 ; in a ftate of dark- 
nefs, 1 Cor. ii. 14 ; and of fpiritual death ? Rom. 
viii. 6. — ^Now, is it likely ; nay, is it poflible, that 
a man who is alienated from God in affe^lion, 
■ ignorant of his real ftate as a fallen finner, and of 
Chrift as the Saviour of his- foul, ftiould help a 
woman that loves the Lord, to increafe with all the 
increafe of divine grace ? Is it poifible that .he who 
.knows not one ftep of the way to heaven, Ihould 
inftru£t another in this journey ?. If any perfon 
be weak enough to expect it, the difappointment 
muft be great indeed.. Whatever advantages men 
may gain by the chriftian name,, they are heathens 
in heart and life, as to the things of God, till they 
;ire “ born again.” Nor can they, unlefs con- 
verted by grace, dwell with God in his kingdom, 
2 Their, i. 8. For as they know not God by ex- 
perience of his goodnefs, and obedience to his la-ws, 
foHe will not know them by an approbation of their 
conduct. Matt. vii. 23, Luke xii. 25, 26, 27. 

It may be objeded, on the other hand, that the 
Scriptures are fufficiently explicit on this fubjed, 
to direct every confcience that is awake, and there- 
fore the addrefs is needlefs. Admitting the clear- 
nefs of Scripture on this and every other fubjedl 
neceflary to our holinefs and happinefs, it will not 
follow that all caution is needlefs. Many doarines 
and duties of the gofpel are plain and clearly under- 
ftood: and yet much perfuafion is neceflary. to 
lead to the practice of thefe duties. ^ For inftance, 
who does not know that meeknefs is a principal 
part of the Chriftian charaaer ? And yet gracious 
perlons may find caution and intreaty necelTary 
when provocations to anger fucceed one another 
like the dafhing waves of the fea. Who does not 
know that the Scriptures call us to love our ene- 
mies, to do good to them that hate us, to pray for 





o 

them that defpitefully ufe us, and overcome evU 
with good ; to take up our crofs daily, and follow 
Chrift thro’ evil and good report ? But have we no 
occalion for arguments, motives, and intreaties, to 
prevail on us thus to act in every trial ? Nay, is 
not all the help we-have from the pulpit, the prefs, 
the examples of the pious, the promifes of the gof- 
pel, the influences of the Holy Spirit, and the 
hope of everlafting glory, little enough to excite 
to all diligence in making our calling and election 
fure ? Is it not, therefore, neceflary to ftir up their 
- minds by way of remembrance j efpecially if we 
confider how many around us, in the fmall circle 
of our acquaintance, aft contrary to Scripture, 
rea.fon, and confcience, in thefe matters, by indulg- 
ing • foglilh defires and vain hopes, built on a fandy 
foundation : and how many others fuflPer a degree 
of lofs in the divine life from this caufe, who are 
yet reftrained by providential circumftances from 
entering the marriage-ftate with perfons of an op- 
pofite charafter.? 

Others may think, that this Addrefs might have 
v':ome from a much abler hand the author thinks 
fo too, and has therefore waited in hope that fome- 
thing would be done ; but as nothing of the kind 
has come to his knowledge, he offers this mite to- 
wards flopping the progrefs of a growing evil.-— 
Where the heart is already entangled, there is 
little expe£lation of reclaiming j but to thofe who 
are ftill free, it may poflibly prove a word in feafon. 
Should the reader reap the fmalleft advantage frdm 
it, he is requefted to pray for the author, and give 
all the glory to God. 
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A FRIENDLY ADDRESS, &c. 



J T is pnerally granted that the falvation of the 
•foul is of the greateft importance, and that no- 
thing .can poffibly countervail the lofs of it. It is 
alfo readily admitted, that the uncertainty of life, 
the greatnefs of the change required, and the labour 
neceflary in the work of our falvation, call for an 
early and earneft attention to it. Hence Solomon 
fays, “ Remernber now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth and our Lord advifeth us to. “ Seek 
firft the kingdom of God.” But, alas ! what is 
firft in the advice of Chrift, is generally, laft in the 
pra£lice of men. Molt are taken up with fur-_ 
rounding obje£ts and earthly purfuits : Mirth, - 

gaiety, drefs, and company, lead them eafy cap- 
tives, and banilh eternity from their thoughts. The 
bell part of life is fpent in the worft employments j 
the body, foul, and fubllance, are profanely with- 
holden from God ; and either life is cut fhort, or 
age is loaded with the fins of youth. The infirmi- 
ties of the body are heightened by the terrors of a 
guilty mind, while death is aiming his unerring 
dart to hurry the foul into a dreadful eternity; there 
to receive the wages of fin, an everlafting banilh- 
.ment from the glorious prefence of God. 

What a lingular mercy, then, is an early ac- 
quaintance with the things of God ! To have, not 
only good inclinations, but clear convictions of our 
fallen, polluted ftate by nature, and of our actual 
offences in praClice : Not only to be reformed 
from grofs enormities, but to be thoroughly changed 
in our affeClions : To love God becaufe he firft 
loved us. Such perfons are peculiarly dear to God : 
“ I love them that love me, and they that feek me 
early (hall find me,” Prov, viii. 17 . Like John, the 
beloved difciple, they are permitted to lean upon the 
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Saviour’s bofom, and have near accefs to the throne 
of grace. They are called to excel in holinefsy 
and, by an exemplary life and converfation, to be 
a blelTing to mankind. Whatever ftation of life 
Providence may place them in, .whether fingle' or 
married, they, if found faithful, may- eminently 
glorify God, and walk in the light of his counte- 
nance, till, like a ftiock of corn, they are fully ripe 
for the heavenly garner. 

- But the adverfary of mankind will not fuffer pious 
youths to go unmolefted ; they are fure to have all 
his fubtilty and rage tried upon them. Objects / 
will be prefented ; the profits and honours of the 
world will be promifed by the deceiver, if they 
will' but relax in their endeavours after holinefs^ 
and take up with earthly comforts. He will work 
upon the underftanding to darken it ; upon the 
judgment to pervert it ; upon the imagination to 
deceive, it with falfe colouring, and upon the af- 
fections to entangle and alienate them from God. 
Hence unwary perfons are caught in his fnare, the 
fountain of living waters is forfaken, and fouls, 
once releafed from the burden of fin, are again 
brought under its dominion. Some of thefe, by 
the grace of God, recover from their fall, and 
cleave to him with full purpofe of heart; while 
others drag heavily, or -halt between God and 
the creature. Bu^ when the grace of God is re- 
tained, aud the comforts of the Holy Ghoft are 
enjoyed, young perfons need much help from above 
to guide and guard them thro’ the viciflitudes of 
life, and to keep them unfpotted in the world. 

Of all outward changes in this life, none is 
certainly of more importance than that from a • 
fingle to a married ftate ; and (hould, therefore, 
be weighed with deliberation, attended with much 
prayer, and diligent perufal of the Word of God. ^ 
The law and the teftimony ftiould direCt you in 
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this matter, and guard you from making a finfuf 
choice. And it ought to be a matter of real con- 
fola'lion to you, that on this fubje£l, that word is 
fo clear and exprefs : ** Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers,” 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 
is as plain as that ** God now commandeth all men 
every where to repent.” And this prohibition is 
fet before us in the ftrongeft point of view by the 
following queftions : “ For. what fellowlhip hath 
righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? And what 
communion hath light with darknefs ? And what 
concord hath Chrift with Belial ? or, what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel ?” Moll 
certainly none at all. Hence, all thofe that fear 
God, are ftri6Uy charged to forbear the company, 
counfel, and practice of finners, with the utmoft 
care : To turn away from them, as a palTenger 
W'ould from a thief, or a healthy man from one 
who has a contagious difeafe. — Prov. i. 10, 15, and 
iv. 14, 15. And it is no fmall part of the righteous 
man’s character, that he “ Walketh not in the 
counfel of the ungodly, nor ftandeth in the way 
of finners, nor fitteth in the feat of the fcornful,” 
Pfal. i. 1, 

Can it then be lawful for a pious man to take 
one of thefe for his neareft relation upon earth, and 
by outward ties to make her one with himfelf ; 
Surely not while the above-mentioned command is 
found in the Bible. All the fpecious reafoning in 
the world cannot make that lawful, which God 
has fo plainly forbidden. 

Striking examples are not wanting to add weight 
. to the precept. If we turn our eyes to the antedilu- 
vians, we - may fee the dreadful elFedfs of finful 
unions. “The fons of God faw the daughters of men 
that they were fair, and took them wives of all which 
they chofe,” Gen. vi. 2. And what was the con- 
fequence ? Iniquity fpread with an amazing fwift- 
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nefs, until “ God faw that it was great upon the 
earth, and it repented him that he had made man. 
The awful deluge quickly followed : Millions on 
millions were cut off with a nioft dreadful ftroke, 
and made lading monuments of God’s difpleafure 
againft unequal marriages. 

For that fair female troop thou faw’ft, fo gay. 

Yet empty of all good, wherein confifts ^ 

Woman’s doraeftic honour and chief praife. 

To thefe, that fober race _of men, whofe lives 
Religious, titled them the Sons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to -the trains and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair atheifts, and now fwim in joy. 

And laugh, for which the world ere long muft weep, 

Milton. 

% 

Samfon, alfo, was an unhappy witnefs of this 
evil, in the punifliment inflifted on him for his fin. 
His choice of a wife from the daughters of the 
Philiftines, involved him in various and fore dif- 
trefles j expofed him to many grievous temptations, 
which, gaining dominion over his paflions, led him 
into multiplied and great offences againft God. 
After fuch conduct, we need not wonder at De- 
lilah’s dealing his heart, and betraying him into 
the. hands, of his enemies, who dripped him of 
his locks, put out his eyes, and wantonly triumphed 
in his mifery, while he' was painfully grinding at 
the m-ill. And though he, obtained mercy, Heb. 

• xi. 32, yet his fin was puniftied with death, and 
his final happinefs thereby greatly diminiftied. 

Should it be faid, that “ Samfon’s going to Tim- 
nath for a wife, ..was , of the Lord,” we anfwer, 
the journey of the fpies to fearch the land of Ca- 
naan, is afcribed to God, Numb. xiii. 1.-, and Shi- 
mei’s curfing David, is faid to have been at God’s 
bidding, 2 Sam. xvi. 10, and yet jt appears that 
the labour of the fpies originated with the people, 
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from their fliameful diftruft of the divine veracity, 
iJeut. 1 . 19, &c. and was then permitted by the 
l^ord as a puniftiment of their incredulity. And it is 
no left certain that Shimei’.s curfes were not caufed 
by a God of infinite purity, Lam. iii. 38, tho’ the 
Itream of his wicfcednefs was direaed by divine 
wifdom to fall on David’s head. In like manner 
we fuppofe Samfon’s condua was highly 

1 pleafing to God and his worthy parents, as it 
was moft ftrictly forbidden, Exod. xxiii. 31, Deut. 
vii. 3, udges xiv. 3 ; but when he was determined 
to have the woman, right or wrong, the Lord fuf- 

^ fcourge to 

the Lhiliftines, who had long vexed and opprefled 
his people Ifrael, and at the fame time p'uniflied 
his iniquity by the objea of his inordinate alFeaion. 

bolomon, Jikewife, after a moft excellent choice 
or wifdom when he came to the throne, and fliew- 
ing fingular piety in building and dedicating- the 
temple, was overcome by this fnare ; liis glory was 
veiled, his confcience difquieted, and many of his 
lubjeas were probably corrupted bv his bad ex- 
ample, Neh. xiii. 26. 

Ezra and Nehemiah were painful fpedators of 
this evil and its confequences in their day, Ez. ix. 
2, Neh. xiii. 23, &c. The former rent his mantle 
as expreflive of his grief and indignation, and both 
of them zealoufly ftrove to flop its dreadful pro- 
grefs. However, if neither precept nor example 
alone ^be fufficienjt to deter you from the pra£Hce, 
we will examine the fubje<5f more minutely, and 
confider the evils naturally refulting from a finful 
choice, and the bleffings which may reafonably be 
expelled to flow from a lawful and prudent one. 

^We may readily and juftly fuppofe', that where' 
genuine religion is poflefled by one, but not by the- 
other, there cannot be any fpiritual union or com- 
munion. No intercourfe can be kept up on religious 



fubieasi no united application made to a Throne - 
of Grace for divine help ; no mutual delight in read- 
ing the word of truth j no joint endeavours o 
fecure ,the fulnefs of grace here, or t e ^ 

alorv hereafter; but while the one is Itnving againlt 
Gemmation, the other is adding to its force in alien- 
ating the foul from God. And if a perfon 
it difficult to keep the life of faith without fuch an 
hindrance, and to run the Chriftian race wit ou 
fuch a weight, what mull it be with a conftant im- 
pediment in fo near a relation ? • • , ’r 

Again : Suppofe a man ffiould take fuch a wicked 
ftep, and marry an impenitent, unbelieving woman ; 
he mull either be humbled for his fin, and recover 
the divine favour, or continue unhumbled, depart- 
.ing from the living God. Admitting the former 
to be the cafe, which is more than he has ju t 
reafon to exped, and that he is refolved to have the 
worffiip of God in his family ; the wife complies 
with relu£lancy, perhaps fleeps in the exercile, is 
pleafed when it is ended, and would gladly have no 
more of what to her is real drudgery. What a 
damp mud this call upon his fervour I What pain 
of mind mud he feel on difcovering m her fuch a 
temper and difpofition ! He had probably flattered 
himfelf that die would readily accede to every re- 
ligious propofal, affid in holy exercifes, and be a 
pleafing and agreeable companion in the various 
duties of life. How difappointed when he difcovers 

his deception ! - « r i c 

But again The huffiand mud willi to fpeak of 

the things of Gqd, and to order his converfation 
as becometh the gofpel of Chrid ; but this cannot 
be pleafing to a mind unrenewed by grace ; and we 
may therefore fuppofe (he will, attempt to give a 
turn to the converfation, and introduce fomething 
more agreeable to her own difpofition. Should he 
be off his watch and comply, or out of tendernefs, 
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yield to her wilh, and talk over the news of the" 
town and country, of one man’s fame and another’s 
difgrace, of the riches of a few, or the miferies of 
the multitude ; what muft be the effe^ of fuch an 

foul ! departure of God from the 

A pious man muft fee it his duty, likewife, to 
bring up his children in the fear of God : for this 
purpofe to curb or break their wills, and to cor- 

fnr i-ii not fparing them merely 

° ; and xix. 18. He 

will find It needful frequently to inform their tender 

minds by giving line upon line, and precept upon 
precept, Deut. vi, 6, 7] and to fet before them, in 
a living example, the amiablenefs of religion, in z- 
fweetnefs of temper, an afiuble difpofition, a fe- 
nous deportment, and a firm attachment, to truth 
m all Its branches. This example will fpeak louder 
than precept, imprefs more deeply, and be found 
more than all the flowing eloquence a parent 

can poffibly ufe. Thefe little ones may ,refle£l in 
their giddy youth, « This is not living as my fa- 
ger taught me. I am not copying after his example. 
He prayed with me, wept over me, and afieaion- 
ately charged me to remember my Creator in the 
days of my youth, and to feek the Lord while he 
may be found.”— But how painful thefe correaions 
to a fond mother, who will- be ready to exclaim,- 
•as Zipporah did, Exod.'iv. 25, “ A cruel, (if not 
a bloody) hufband art thou to me.” Her indifcreet 
interference will, probably, defeat the father’s in- 
tention, and harden the minds of his childrai 
againft him. . 

• • * ^ Thefe are the produa 

“ Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw’ft, 

“ Where good with bad were match’d.” ' ' 

Nor can it be expeaed that flie fhould inftrua 
them in religion, while (he herfelf is ignorant of 
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its principles, or deftitute of its power ; and what" 
is worfe, example will be wanting to lead them in 
the right way to heaven. Unhappy children ! you 
fee nothing in your mother’s temper which fhews 
the meek and humble' mind of Chrift t you hear 
nothing of that converfation which flows from the 
kingdom of heaven in the heart : you fee none of 
thofe a6fs of kindnefs to the fatherlefs and widow 
in their affliction, which evidence pure and undefiled 
religion : fhe never tells you of the evil of fin, of the 
love of Chrift in dying for you, or his readinefs ta 
receive you into his kingdom ; and though you fee 
and hear of fome of thefe in your pious father, yet 
he is little with you to impart the help you need. 

As the difference' in their fpirit and difpofition 
here is very great, the one acting from felfifh, the 
other from divine motives, fo it may be- feared, the 
effects of them will extend through an awful eter- 
nity •, for fhould the wife continue impenitent, and 
die without forgivenefs, there is no^pofiibility of 
her entering into glory j and how bitter the thought 

I . of an eternal feparation ! That after the neareft - 

j natural union poflible in this life, perhaps for many 

i I years, they muft part to meet no more : the one 

|f -muft afcend to unclouded glory, the other defcend 

I I to the dreadful pit, from whence there is no return., 

1 1 and in which there is no reji. Rev. xiv. 14-, while 

] \ the horrid gulph between them will remain for ever 

j ^ impaffable, Luke xvi. 26. 

Hitherto we have viewed the fubjeCt in the moft 
j favourable light. We have fuppofed the man to 

I be humbled under a fenfe of his fin in fuch a choice. 

; i and reftored to the divine favour ; but how often has 

; j it been otherwife ? How many melancholy in- 

i| ftances have we known of the contrary .? This fin 

V has been like the breaking forth of waters : it has 

led to hardnefs of heart, and impenitency of mind 
,, which fitted the foul for endlefs perdition. 
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We have alfo confidered the fubje£l on the" 
tveakeft fide in another inftance, by fuppofing the 
man to be pious, and the woman not lb ; for the 
natural fuperiority of the man gives him a right to 
a£t according to his own judgment, and happily 
P ' keeps him', from many reftraints. But fuppofing 
the •woman to be religious, and yet to a(fi in this 
, manner, .viz. of giving her hand to a man that is 
'unawakened ; Ihe engages to obey her hulband, and 
by the weaknefs of her fex, and foftnefs of her 
fpirit, muft be involved in numberlefs difficulties. 
She cannot infill: upon family worlhip, nor com- 
mand her houfehold after her ! She cannot expert 
fympathy, or a word in feafon from her hulband, 
when weary in fpirit, and may be reftrained by 
him from feeking it in the fociety of Chrillian. 
friends. Her willi may be to the gates of Zion j 
but he may infill on her abiding in her tent. She 
may defire the communion of faints, but he will 
prefer the company of linners, and may daily grieve 
her fpirit with their filthy and vain converfation. 

But the common plea for this condudl is, “ I 
hope I lhall gain my partner to the Lord.” Our 
hope of falvation for ourfelves or others, Ihould be 
founded on fome fcripture promife. But where is 
fuch a promife, or any thing like it, in the Bible ? 
In what book, what -chapter, what verfe ? Do you 
fay in 1 Cor. vii. 14, “ How knowell thou, O man, 
but thou lhalt gain thy wife ? and how knowell 
thou, Q woman, but thou lhalt gain thy hufband ?” 
Nay, the Apollle is here fpeaking to perfons who 
have been brought to the knowledge of God fince 
they entered the marriage Hate and to them he 
gives blefled encouragement to hope their prayers 
will be anfwered in behalf of their partners. But 
this is quite a different matter, and affords no juft 
room for hope to fuch as know the Lord, and yet 
marry perfons, who are ignorant of him. And for 
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jroti to talk thus, is, in effe£l, faying, that you wilf 
go out of the way of duty, to bring another in : 
you will tranfgrefs God’s law, to excite another to 
obey it. Is not this doing evil that good may 
come ? Is it poffible for you to be ferious, and 
talk thus ? Confider St. Paul’s reafoning upon this 
condudt, Rom. iii. 8. See to it then, that if you 
engage with any perfon, flie be not only civil, but 
ferious ; not only a hearer, but a doer of the word ; 
not only a profeflbr, but, as far as can be judged, 
a real poflelTor of the grace of God. 

You may probably urge, Why, there have 
been inftances of perfons who have been inftrumen- 
tal in gaining their partners to the Lord.” There 
may have been a few. In thefe God has done 
more than he had promifed, and gone out of his 
common way. Perhaps he faw an uprightnefs of 
intention, with a great weaknefs of judgment; the 
former he kindly accepted, and the latter he pitied. 
But there have been Many inftances of the con- 
trary kind. Thofe who had little doubt of gain- 
ing their partners, have themfelves been drawn 
away from the fource of blifs, to fpend their money 
for that which is not bread ; and their labour for 
that which fatisfieth not. The flame of heavenly 
love has been extinguifhed ; the feed of life has been 
choaked, and the laft remains of ferioufnefs have 
been well nigh fwept from the foul. The heart has 
again been garniflied with levity, and many things 
have invited a return of the unclean fpirit, with all 
his wretched aflTociates. 

If, after all that has been faid, you are determined 
to make the dreadful experiment, (which God for- 
bid you Ihould !) remember you have nothing to 
expedi, but that your companion will be as painful 
as a thorn in your eye, or as a goad in your fide ; 
that your way will be ftrewed with briers, and your 
whole life be a fcene of afilidlion. And indeed it 
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te a bleffing, fhould youf fufFerings end with 
life ; it will be an infinite mercy if they do not 
terminate in your final ruin. And ftiould your path 
be thus rough, there will be a fting in every afflic- 
tion, becaufe this is the fruit of your fin. You will 
not be able to fay, “ It is what was ordained for 
me.” No } you have broken the bounds prefcribed 
in God’s word, and are fallen into this mifery. 
You might have walked in a fmoother path, but 
this is the fruit of your choice. Never murmur, 
never repine 5 but confider every thing Ihort of ever- 
lafting torment as fo much of undeferved mercy. 

But fuppofing the perfon you engage with be truly 
pious, yet if there be not a fimilarity of fentiment 
in religious matters, it may, in many inftances, be 
a fource of, uneafinefs, by reftraining free conver- 
fation, leading to different places and modes of wor- 
fhip, and may greatly affe£t the education of your 
children. For allowing a man to be fincere in his 
profeffion, he mull; fuppofe his own fyftem of doc- 
trines and mode of worfhip, to be the moft fcrip- 
tural and rational : this mull neceffarily lead him, 
from real affe«Slion, to attempt the converfion of 
his wife to the fame tenets, and lead her to the 
fame place of devotion. Now fuppofing the wife 
to be fincere likewife, and that (he has not taken 
up her fentiments without due examination, it muff 
be painful to her in the extreme, not only to be 
deprived of his company to and from the place of 
worlhip, but to be conftantly. teazed with his no- 
tions in converfation. There are very few indeed 
in fuch a relation, who have candour and liberality 
fufficient to think and let think in thefe matters ; 
and therefore, this point demands your ferious atten- 
tion. For although thefe things may appear of little 
moment to thofe who have never ftudied the fub- 
je£f, or who have thought on it fuperficiaily ; yet 
in fo clofe an union, and near an intimacy, every 
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f difference in fentiment may produce very painful 

i , and fatal confequences. 

- •' Having viewed the evils refulting from a finful 
union, let us now confider the happy effects of a 
lawful and proper one. Thefe are great as well as 
1 numerous. Both parties being truly born again, 

I and pofTeired of the fpirit of the gofpel, they are 

, joined together in the Lord, and are one fpirit with 

him. Their joint fupplications afeend before God 
I • with acceptance, and bleffings of every kind de« 

^ feend on their quiet habitation. The Holy Spirit. 

takes pleafure in helping their infirmities, and de- 
lights to make his abode with them. Hence, they 
have not only a fweet union of fpirit with each 
other, but can thankfully fay, “ Truly, our fel-' 
lowfhip is with the Father, and with his Son JefuS 
Chrift,” 1 John i. 3. His gracious promife is 
' . often accomplifhed, Before they call, I will 
anfwer j and while they are yet fpeaking, I ^ will 
hear,” Ifa. Ixv. 24. Their houfe is a Bethel divinely 
' guarded. The Lord is their keeper, the Lord is 

their fhade on their right hand, Pfal. exxi. 5. Their 
, ' converfation is favoury to each other, and ufeful 

! to all around them. Bearing each other’s burden, 

they ftrive together for the hope of the gofpel, and 
build each other up in faith and love. Is the one 
afflicted ? The other tenderly feels. Is the one 
I comforted.? The other rejoices. If the one dif- 

covers any backwardnefs, the other kindly endea- ■ 
vours to remove it. If any improper warmth be feen 
■ in one, the other, by foft words, labours to turn it 

; - away. If at any time one be overtaken in a fault, 

the other ftrives to reftore in the fpirit of meeknefs. 
i What peace in their minds ! What harmony in 

their family ! What ornaments are thefe to their 
'i profeflion ! while they exemplify, in the whole of 

I ‘ their conduct, the excellency of that religion which 

has fo effectually changed the natural difpofition 
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of their minds ! If there be any thing lovely iii 

the marriage- ftate, it is, it muft be found in fuch 
an union. - . 

If they have children, it is their mutual aim to 

ring t em up m the fear of God, by fleering the 
happy medium betwixt a criminal auflerity on the 
one hand, and a foolifli indulgence on the other. 
Correction, if needful, is given with pity and mo- 
deration ; not in anger, but in love. It is preceded 
and followed with prayer to God for his bleffing ; 
and where the children are capable of it, with mild 
wa oning ori the impropriety of their conduct. 

r ^ are laid upon their inclinations ; 

luitable inflructions are given, and jufl motives 
are uled to cherifli every good defire, and bring to 
maturity every hopeful bloflbm of divine Grace. 

nd all theie are carried home to the confcience by 

the exanyile of the parents, who live the truths 

they teach, and by actions explain what the tender 

minds of their children could not otherwife under- 
Itand. 

Oh ye favoured children of fuch excellent pa- 
rents 1 Y<m fee in them the meeknefs and gen- 
tlenefs of Chnft difplayed. The flrength of vic- 
tonous grace in their conquefl of the world} their 
routing the devil, and patiently fuffering the various 
afflictions with which a gracious God may fee fit 
to try their faith and conflancy. You hear them 
talking of the goodnefs of God, the deliverance 
he has wrought out for them, and the blefled hope 
ey have of being happy for ever in his imme- 
late prefence. You fee in their conduct the fea- 
ures of truth andjuflice, religion and piety ; and 
have the way of holinefs pointed out in living cha- 
racters. You have many prayers offered up on 
your account, and are under peculiar obligations to 
know and worfliip the God of your father! 

nd ye happy parents, who have your quivers. 
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full of children ; Pf. cxxvti. 5 ; what an honoiif 
is put upon you by your Heavenly Father ! who 
gives you to raife up ufeful members of eivil and 
religious fociety ; trees of righteoufttefs, to bring 
forth fruit unto God ; heirs . of glory, to be with 
you in heaven for ever. The promifes, Pf. cxii. 2, 
If. xliv. 3, are to you. The prayers you have of- 
fered to God fhall not fall to the ground : Con- ■ 
tinue to pray, and believe for them, and you fhall 
fee the glory of God in their falvation. 

Nor does their happiiiefs end here : for tho’ death 
will execute his commiflion as foon as permit- 
ted, and feparate thefe lovely and loving friends, 
yet this feparation is but partial, and for a little 
fpace : They may ftill meet in fpirit, and wor- 
fliip before the throne of God ; the one before a 
throne of grace ; the other before a throne of 
glory. And after a few revolving months or years, 
they will meet again, to part no more for ever. 
Meet, where forrow and fighing fhall be no morei , 
where nothing fhall deflroy, interrupt, or diminifh 
their glorious felicity. With what holy rapture will 
they retrace* the footfteps of a kind Providence,* 
in bringing them together, directing their fteps, 
preferving their perfons, guarding their property, 
and compaffing them about with fongs of deliver- 
ance ! With what ecftacies of joy and gratitude 
will they review the loving-kindnefs of God to them 
during their pilgrimage below : The anfwers of 
prayer, the profit they received under the word, 'and 
the many blefled feafons they had together on 
earth ! How will they wonder at the Divine Good- 
nefs, in completing their uhion above, and placing 
them among the thoufands of Ifrael, while 
“ They fhout by turns the burfting joy, 

" And all eternity employ 

In fongs around the Throne 1” 

Thus you have a faint -view of this important fub- 
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je£l on both fides ; of the evils proceeding from a 
flnful union, and the ble flings thofe obtain who are 
joined together in the Lord. You fee the mifery 
the former muft expe£l in this life, and the danger 
they are in of lofing their own fouls for ever. You 
fee likewife, what will moft probably be the efFe6t 
as to their offspring, thro’ a want of mutual endea- ' 
vour and example to lead them in the right way. 

And laftly, what a dreadful feparation they are 
likely to experience when the King of Heaven 
fhall come in his glory, and feparate mankind one | 

from another, as a fhepherd divideth his fheep from j 

the goats : When the one fhall be received with 
“ Come, thou bleflfed j” and the other be fent away J 

with Go, thou curfed.” i 

Suffer the word of exhortation. Be perfuaded, ’ 

my young friends, at all events, to make the Bible i 

your rule of condu£l: in this and every other matter. . ) 

Never indulge a thought of giving your hand to ^ 

one that is a ftranger to religion, tho’ loaded with i 

lilver and gold. Suffer not the amiablenefs of man- ^ 

ners, the beauty of features, nor the charms of 
youth, to fteal away your heart :‘but fteadily repel 
every attraftion of this kind, with—** It is written, 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev- 
ers.” Whenever you are in danger, betake your- 
felves to prayer, not under a pretence of enquiring 
what is the will of God, but for ftrength to obey 
a plain command. To pray for information in fuch 
a cafe, is tempting God, as Balaam did when for- 
bidden to go to Balak. 

But even where there is genuine piety, fotiie de- 
gree of caution is neceffary with refpe£t to the 
underftanding of the perfon you engage with ^ 
otherwife.your comfort in life may be greatly leffen- 
ed. If you marry a woman of a fuperficial under?; 

Handing, you can hardly expe£l your family to be 
kept in proper order, or your temporal affairs, of a 
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domeftic kind, to be managed with that prudence 
which is neceflary to make the marriage life altoge- 
ther comfortable. Should you have friends to pay 
you an occafional vifit, you would wilh to accom- 
modate them with propriety; but this cannot be 
expected where there is a confiderable defeft in in- 
tellectual capacity. If you would wilh to return a 
friendly vifit, you would certainly defire to have a 
wife that would not put you to the blulh by her 
weaknefs or folly. — ^Yet, needful as caution may 
be on the woman’s part, it is more efpecially fo on 
the man’s ; for every gracious man has not a good 
natural underftanding, and if a woman of fenfe be 
united to one of weak intellects, Ihe will not find 
it very eafy to obey where her fuperior underftand- 
ing fees an impropriety in the command ; but will 
be in danger of wickedly inverting the order of 
God, by alTuming the hulband’s place, or of be- 
coming habitually fretful under the frequent morti- 
fications Ihe muft feel from this quarter. Nor Ihould 
the Temper be unnoticed, or thought of little^ irn- 
portance in fo clofe an union ; for where this is 
naturally rough and imperious, it will be in vain to 
expeCl: tendernefs and fympathy : If four and mo- 
rofe, this leaven will probably render the marriage 
ftate very unpleafant : If fullen and fulky, it will 
greatly obftrud that opennefs of fpirit, and free- 
dom of converfation, which certainly ought to fub- 
fift betwixt a hufband and a wife. If you think 
it proper to confider the temper of a fervant, whom 
you may take into your houfe for a feafon, and may, 
almoft at your pleafufe, difmifs again ; how much 
more expedient is it to regard the temper of one 
you take to your bofom for life. 

Perhaps it may be objeCled by fome perfons, 

1. “ But furely religion will prove a certain cure of 

bad tempers, and render this care in the choice of 

a wife or a hufband needlefs.’* To which objeCUon 

* 
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it may be anfwered. That fo; far as religion is expe- 
rienced and praaifed, it certainly will tend to fubdue 
whatever is contrary to the fruit of the Spirit, and 
promote every lovely difpofition ; but there are very 
few perfons who enjoy fo much of it,, as not to 
leave the traits of their natural temper, or, 'as will 
at all times, keep it under entire reftraint. 2. That 
few perfons, comparatively, retain that degree of re- 
ligion which they experience when juftified freely : 
And if they fuffer lofs, their unhappy tempers will 
recover ftrength, and become a fource of uneafmefs 
to their relative conneaions. This Ihould be con- 

fidered before any direa fteps be taken on either 
lide : 

“ Nor let the cruel fetters bind, 

A gentle to a favage mind. 

For love abhors the fight : 

Loofe the fierce tiger from the deer. 

For native rage and native fear, 

Rife and forbid delight.” 

Again : It will be very proper to confider the 
profpea you have iii temporal things, whether your 
prefent bufinefs will fupport a rifing family, without 
any great embarrafiment in circumftances, or in- 
cumbrance to your mind y or. if you have any ra- 
Uonal ground to hope that your income will be 
fuch by your marriage as to make your way in life 
eafy and comfortable. Your feelings, if you have 
^y fenfe of honour as a man, and your confcience, 
“ ri^ve any acquaintance with religion, will 
reftrain you from taking a woman chiefly on account 
of her property ; You will a£l from a more noble 
principle, that of real ^and particular affe£Uon to 
her, as one that you prefer, fetting money quite 
out of the queftion, to all others in the 'world. Be 
equally careful not to plunge yourfelf, your partner, 
and offspring into diftrefs. While wealth is attend- 
ed with/«aw, poverty is geherally produftive of 
carw, which no lefs choak the word of life, than 
the former. And many gracious perfons, who, 



Mobile they remained fingle, made good progrefs In 
the chriftian race, have, when married, through 
care and anxiety, fufFered lofs, and made their .way 
thro’ life exceedingly painful. Pemember Agur’s 
prayer, and take care to make it yours, left you 
fhould be poor, and fteal, and take the name of the 
Lord in vain, Prov. xxx. 9. 

When you find a proper perfon, let your con- 
duQ be every way prudent : Set the Lord always 
• before you, Pfal. xvi. 8, and abftain from the ap- 
pearance of evil. Never conform to the fhameful 
cuftom (found in fome parts of this kingdom,) of 
fitting up together a great part of the night. Never 
be longer together than you can be in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comforts of his blefled Spirit. 
The moment you feel yourfelf in danger of depart- 
ing from God in affection, have recourfe to prayer, 
and cry mightily to him for help, that you may not 
grieve the Holy Spirit. 

It may be of ^eal ufe to you, frequently to ad- 
vife with ferious, judicious friends, who have gone 
this way before you ; who can impartially confider 
the fubjeft, and may give ufeful inftrmftion : And 
this is the more neceflary if your affedrions are at 
all entangled, and have given an improper bias to 
your own judgment.* 

O let me prevail with you to a£l: prudently ! 
Confider not the difficulties in your way of duty, 

* It is much to be lamented, that perfons about to make this 
moft important change in life, are frequently l^fs difpofed to a(k 
for information or take advice, than they are on almofl every tri- 
vial occafion. If they be inclined to make a (hurt excurfion, to 
change their iituation, or make any alteration in their place of 
refidence; enquiries are made with care; information is fought 
with anxiety; and the moft judicious of their friends are fre- 
quently confulted on the bufinefs ; but in this matter, if any ad- 
vice at all be afkcd, it is probably of young, inexperienced per- 
fons, like themfelves, or when the affedions are entangled, and 
the refolution is too weak to follow it. It is ftrongly recom- 
mended to you, therefore, to afk advice of the moft prudent 
pious perfons you can find, lefore you take one ftep with the 
perfon to whom you feel any attachment: otherwile you may 
find it very difficult, either from yourfelf, or the perfon you ad* 
drcfs, afterwards to recede with honour and a good confcience* 



but the promife and power of God. He will help 
and ftrengthen you. Whatever, you lofe in the way, 
you will not lofe in the end ; nay, it ftiall be more 
than made up to you in this prefent life by the 
-peace and confolation of the Holy Spirit, and pro- 
bably in outward things alfo. If your eye be fin- 
gle, your whole body fhall be full of light. The 
God of Abraham, who profpered the way of his 
fervant when feeking a wife for Ifaac, Gen. xxiv. 
42, &c. will direct your fteps, and lead you in the 
right path: Will give you one who {hall.be an 
help-meet to you in things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God, as well as in things of this prefent world. 
As your way of duty will be made plain by his 
Word, Spirit, and Providence fo your union (hall 
be crowned with his approbation and bleffing. You 
will enter this new relation under the banner of 
your Lord, and with a covenant-right to all the in- 
heritance-of his faints. Living, like Zecharias and 
Elizabeth, who were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blamelefs, Luke i. 6, you (hall expe- 
rience what is fo beautifully exprefled in Job v. 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26; and if both be 
found faithful until death, (hall receive the crown 
of life, and be made like unto the angels of God, 
who neither marry, nor are given in marriage. Then 
{hall that remarkable prophecy, Zeph. iii. 17, be 
fully accomplifhed, “ The Lord thy God in the 
midfl of thee is mighty : He will rejoice over thee 
with joy ; He will reft in his love ; he will joy 
over thee with finging while all the church of 
the firft-born, and the fpirits of the juft made per- 
fect, moft devoutly join you in faying, “ Unto 
him that loved us, and wafhed us from our fins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priefts 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion, for ever and ever. Amen.” 






Printed at Ne. l4, City.Road ; by T. CORDFX"Y, Agent. 



